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Dear Parents, 
 I thought you might want to know a little about the dedicated volunteers who help out at The Friendship School.  At 
the present time we have thirty Waterford High School volunteers who earn community service credits by working here in 
classrooms two to three hours a week.  They complete a volunteer application at their school in Mrs. Racette’s office and are 
approved to work here by their school administrators.  When they are in classrooms here they work with the teachers by 
helping children do whatever they are doing at the moment which may be putting on a coat, reading to the children or 
playing with them.  Four students from New London High School come to TFS every Monday afternoon.  They are members 
of the Young Educator’s Society, a club at their school for students who are interested in becoming teachers.  They also are 
approved to work here by their school.  We love having the help of our high school volunteers and have grown particularly 
attached to those who have been coming here for more than one year.  It would be our good fortune to have them return as 
teachers some day! 
 Many college students from Mitchell, Eastern and Connecticut College have completed their pre-practicum or 
student teaching assignments here.  We enjoy being their mentors and again, their extra hands are very helpful.  Some have 
even become teachers here upon their graduation.  Right now we have eleven college interns working with us. 
 Other volunteers include retired teachers and other community members who are referred to us by Waterford’s 
Community Center or by TFS family members.  They complete an application and a background check before beginning to 
volunteer here.  We currently have ten community volunteers.  Again, their help is greatly appreciated by the teachers and 
the children.   

We have one foster grandmother from the Foster Grandparent Program who has been working with us every day for 
the past two years.  Again, it’s wonderful help that she provides. 
 Lastly, we have many regular and reliable parent volunteers who work in their children’s classrooms, reading with 
children or helping with special projects.  Our work is made much easier thanks to the dedication of our many Friendship 
School Volunteers.   We hope you consider spending some volunteer time with us in the future.  In the meantime, enjoy the 
weekend with your children. 
Kathy Suprin 
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